















































































































































Some Interesting Facts supporting the Use of Vetiver grass

One plant on the planet with the highest photosynthetic activity
(given sufficient sunlight, water and nutrients produces the most
dry biomass per unit in time).

Produces up to 70-80 dry tons per hectare of cellulosic biomass
with adequate water & nutrients.

Perennial plant only requiring to be planted once with a lifespan running
into many decades.

It is a C4 plant and has a “Net Calorific value” of 14.01 MJ/kg and
a “Gross Calorific value” of 15.18 MJ/kg.

Potential fermentable sugars found in Vetiver is approximately 57% by
weight.




In conclusion

Various physical, chemical and hydrological approaches are being
developed and used to control soil erosion, soil salinity and land
degradation. These practices are however very expensive and often
beyond the reach of rural communities.

The Vetiver system (VS) has the potential to contribute to reversing land
degradation if applied systematically and to set down guidelines. It also
has many other interesting aspects about it which can be utilised by local
communities in and around the household.

Vetiver needs to be incorporated in rural development initiatives while
involving all the stakeholders including government organisations,
extension service agencies, researchers, NGO’S and educational
institutions.







